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NORTHEAST NUMISMATICS, INC. 
ACTIVE BUYER AND SELLER OF ALL 
UNITED STATES & WORLD COINS 


Collectors, dealers and investors have been working with 
Northeast Numismatics for over 50 years. This year marks our 
53" year in business. 


If you are looking for quality coins at fair prices, we invite you 
to visit us at northeastcoin.com where you'll find over 4,000 
high quality US and World coins for sale. We update our site 
daily — always with full color, high resolution images. You may 
also request a price list of our current inventory to be sent at any 
time. We aggressively service all want lists and trades are always 
welcomed and encouraged. 


If you are selling, we would love to be given the opportunity 
to purchase your material. Uncertified, certified, single coins or 
entire collections; we buy it all! 


With a high percentage of our business coming via other 
reputable dealers, doesn’t it make sense to do business with 
Northeast Numismatics directly? We invite you to come see us 
at major coin shows or to call, write or email us today. We are an 
authorized dealer of all the major grading services. 


100 Main Street, Suite 330 Thomas Caldwell 
Concord, MA 01742 
1-800-449-2646 Follow us on 
978-369-9155 | nae youn 
978-369-9619 (Fax) Sg. 


info @northeastcoin.com Gy P ‘N- G 


www.northeastcoin.com Knowledge. Insegrey. Responsibilicy. 
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President's 
Comments 


by William Harkins 





port, through your membership and donations. We would also 
like to thank those who contribute to this newsletter with your 
news articles and advertisements it is greatly appreciated. 

The New England Numismatic association is planning to 
participate with the New Hampshire Coin and Currency Expo, 
April 9-10, 2021 at the Double Tree by Hilton, 700 Elm Street, 
Manchester, NH. Please note due to the Covid 19 pandemic and re- 
strictions our only presence will be the Club Table where we look 
forward to seeing our members and visitors. 


National Coin Week April 18-24: One hundred years ago, 
the U.S. Mint reintroduced the Morgan dollar after a 16-year 
absence. Later that year, production began on a new silver coin, 
the Peace dollar. And 50 years ago, minting of the Eisenhower 
dollar commenced. The Milestone anniversaries for these three 
large and iconic coins inspire the theme of 2021 National Coin 
Week, Money, Big & BOLD. The 98th annual event, held April 


; would like to start by thanking you our members for your sup- 
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18-24, will focus on strong initiative in numismatics, and bold 
leadership and ideas depicted on coins and paper money. For 
additional information, visit www.NationalCoinWeek.org 


If you haven’t visited our website lately please do the site 
has been updated with information pertaining to our activities, 
Club listings and announcements. There is also a link to the New- 
man Numismatic Portal where our archives can be found, click on 
NENA’s history tab. For more information visit us at www.nena- 


coin.org. 
If you have any ideas or suggestions on how we may better 


serve you, please let us know. You may email me at 


williamharkins@comcast.net_or by mail NENA, P.O. Box 2061, 
Woburn, MA 01888. 


Sincerely, 


William Harkins 


BJM NUMISMATICS 
Your trusted EBAY store 
www.bjmnumismatics.com 


What sets me apart from other EBAY sellers? 
Y Accurate honest descriptions 


v My conservative grade 
(no grade for yourself cop outs) 


¥ Clear pictures 


Regularly set up at the Nashua third Sunday show 
Always buying collections also! 


Brian Maxfield ANA Life Member #6755 


508-932-4767 email: bjmnumismatics@gmail.com 
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Jefferson Wartime Nickels 


by: Eric Hildebrant 
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y would anyone want to collect Jefferson Wartime 

Wye: (JWNs: 1942P, S through 1945P,D,S)? Why 
would anyone want to study them? Why would anyone 

even want to think about JWNs? 
The Buffalo nickel (yes, we all know that it is an Ameri- 

can Bison) is one of the most artistic and classic American coins 
ever produced. Why would the powers-that-be change the design 
of this beautiful coin right at the statutory legal limit of 25 years? 
Probably due to the difficulty of consistently and economically 





manufacturing well-struck coins with working dies that would hold 


up over time. The nickels of the mid-1920’s are particularly softly 
struck, and they lose much of their fine detail and artistic defini- 
tion and expression as a consequence. The mintage of 1938-D (at 
a nominal 7,020,000 for the Denver mint, but much lower than 
the typical mintage of 20,000,000 to 40,000,000 for Philadelphia; 

which did not even participate in the 1938 issue)is very distinctive 


in the consistently well-struck specimens, probably specially made 


(higher strike pressure, more working dies used) than previous 1s- 
sues. In any event, it appears that the mint was enthusiastic about 


having a different design that would be easier to manufacture. 
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Please see the references given later for the story of how 
Felix Schlag won the $1,000 prize for winning the design competi- 
tion for the new nickel. Like most new coin design stories, it is 
involved, with not as much of the High-Opera of the previous coin 
re-designs using outside-the-mint people. In my opinion, his origi- 
nal winning design would have made an artistically superior de- 
sign. However, it makes the point that the Jefferson Nickel series is 
interesting from an historical point of view, in addition to an artistic 
point of view. 

A more artistically dismal series would be tough to imagine. 
Yes, the Houdon-based rendering of Thomas Jefferson is well done 
and seems to fit in quite nicely in the size and shape allowed. But 
that reverse! Only Frank Gasparro would have attempted to place 
a front-on view of a rectangular building on a coin, one of the most 
difficult things to do well in the context of sculptural coin modeling. 
The resulting Lincoln Cents of 1959 to 2009 have the inevitable 
resulting “trolley car” appearance. Let us not even mention the 
McKinley Memorial gold commemorative dollar of 1916/17 (re- 
verse by George Morgan). 

My interest in this series started with elementary school 
and the 25-cent school lunch. The nickels and dimes I used to pay 
for lunch had, about 5% of the time,a strangely colored toning. The 
dark grey/brown/black toning that the JWNs acquire in circula- 
tion is quite distinctive. I even noticed the large mintmark over 
the dome of Monticello. My older brother showed me that it was a 
“War Nickel” and was 35% silver. I was impressed but did not have 
the financial resources to save them, even though I knew that the 
silver was more valuable than the 5-cent value. 

When I got older and had some money of my own to spend 
as I pleased, the JWN series was my first “serious” passion of 
U.S. coin collecting. In the 1960s and 70s, collecting date runs of 
a given denomination and type (Indian Cents, Jefferson Nickels, 
“Mercury” dimes, etc.) was the popular way to go. Type collecting 
(especially of modern coins) was considered too easy. So, what is a 
guy who does not have hardly any money going to do? An afford- 
able complete set of something (anything!) had to be found. Study- 
ing my Blue Book, the only logical choice appeared to be JWNs. 
Continued on next page 
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Jefferson Wartime Nickels Continued 

At the time, the set in Uncirculated condition was about 
$50 to $65 retail. And what a plethora of holders they came in! 
Capital plastic, cardboard insert with outside plastic shell, all card- 
board, etc. The circulated sets of JWNs were usually in a white 
cardboard holder, with blue printed illustrations and nomenclature, 
held inside a PVC sleeve. They looked homely and beat-up with 
their dark brown/black heavy toning and “crud” in the interstices. 
But what do you expect to get for about $3.50? 

I finally saved up enough cash to buy my first Unc. set in 
a neat white all-plastic Capitol holder. It sure did sparkle at the 
store, and I was pleased to be able to buy it. When I got home, sat 
down with it under a good light and carefully examined it with a 
strong (10X) glass, a deeper understanding started to form. Why 
did the detail on Monticello vary so much, especially on the steps? 
The coins were all truly uncirculated, but varied in color, strike, 
luster to such a degree that some of them just did not look like they 
belonged with the others; too weak a strike, duller luster, one or 
two too many small scratches, etc. And only eleven (11) coins to 
worry about! I was determined to buy individual coins or other 
sets to make a good-looking matched set of coins.The obverse 
of the coin usually did not present any aesthetic problems. My 
worries focused on the reverse, the details of Monticello 1n par- 
ticular. This fixation on the full striking of Monticello, particularly 
the steps, turned out to be a popular obsession with many of my 
colleagues. Of course, steps are not everything, as I have found 
Jefferson Nickels with full (6!) steps and not much else in the way 
of detail on the reverse! This is how I started a 50-year quest that 
studied the subtleties of this all-too-simple appearing series. 

I remember a set that had very nicely colored coins (soft 
pastels of red, green, and blue)mounted in a black cardboard holder 
encased in acrylic plastic. Some of them even had full (or almost 
full) steps on them. I purchased the set, disassembled it, and to my 
horror found the edges of the coins had a thick (~0.5 mm) layer of 
black “crud”: probably some weird composition of cardboard, wa- 
ter, and coin material. Since the original set of coins were brilliant 
white (and original surface), I took my bottle of “Coin-Care” and 


tried to fix them up. Of course, the only thing I did was to erase 
8 NenaNews 


2021March.indd 8 oy 2/25/2021 12:39:12 PM 








awl 


mitt! = « 





the beautiful toning, giving the coins a slick look, and accomplished 
virtually nothing to get rid of the crud. A painful lesson for such a 
young man! 

I have since followed the guidance of Don Romano, forme- 
ly the proprietor of the Worthy Coin Corp.(Boston, MA) whose Sat- 
urday bid-board had dozens of coins neatly packaged, and a filled 
out standardized “Grading Grid” that rated the “Color, Preservation, 
Strike, Imperfections, and Comments” for the obverse and reverse 
of the coin. The rating scale for preservation was a conservative, 
strict ANA (1977 version) style, with the older Brown-and-Dunn 
grading discipline faintly remaining. On exceedingly rare occa- 
sions, a 2-point addition for exceptionally good eye appeal might 
be added. Strike was rated 60 to 65 (the end points virtually never 
used). And this was just the start of Don’s written critique of the 
coin, (stapled into a “virgin vinyl” 2 X 2, again stapled onto thick 
laid craft-paper of 4” X 4 4” dimensions). He was brutally honest 
in his analysis of the coin’s condition, and his accuracy and preci- 
sion were impeccable. Perhaps this was because he had been in the 
business for decades, as his father had been, and knew the prove- 

® nance and collecting styles, storage methods, and numismatic habits @ 
of their previous owners. Basically, six Grades for each coin,and 
all of them necessary for a start at a precise description of the item. 
Attending the auctions over the years, observing the coins as well 
as possible, and engaging the fraternity of clientele as to their take 
on each item polished our skill at understanding why the grading 
erid was notated as it was; and increased our perception of the qual- 
ity and history of what environmental happenstances the coin went 
through. I and many others had a beautiful experience there that we 
will never forget. 

Back to the JWNs. Now, I had a better idea how to go 
about it. Three sets were needed: one for Strike, one for Preserva- 
tion (luster and originality of surface), and one for Color. Of all of 
these, my favorite has always been the color set. I cannot find the 
words to merit the beauty that is possible. One important tip 1s to 
make sure you rotate the coin at many angles to your point-source 
of light (100-Watt lamp) and use at least a 5X glass to examine. 
Many spectacular specimens do not show their colors with a “front- 
on” casual viewing. Continued on page 42 
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€ Valentine Story 


By: C. John Ferreri 
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e vignettes seen on obsolete bank notes are sometimes 
visually thematic. The most popular would be bank notes 
depicting Christmas and the image of “Saint Nick” either 
in a Sleigh or about to descend the inside of a chimney. These of 
course, were popular during the season and have remained one of 
the most sought after notes because of the Christmas theme. 
Another vignette, this of two cupids as seen above reminds 
us of “Valentine’s Day. The history of this day goes back to the 
pagan Roman festival of Lupercalia which was held about the 
14th day of February (according to Wikipedia). This festival was a 
sexually charged pagan celebration that was meant to ward off evil 
spirits and infertility and happened to eventually coincide with the 
martyrdom of a man, probably a priest, (Saint Valentine) whose 
offense was to give comfort to Christians and perform marriages 
during this time. Over time, Saint Valentine became known as the 


patron saint of lovers. 
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The reason or title of the visual effect of the above note may 
be recorded somewhere but just not found by this author. However, 
the two “cupids” depicted on this note seem to portray the emotion 
of romantic “love”. Cupids in general are occasionally seen depict- 
ed on state bank notes probably because it took a good engraver a 
certain talent to be able to engrave these cherubic images in both the 
stipple and line methods and they weren’t all that easy to counterfeit 
and still have a good end product. Consequently, banknotes with 
cupid-like vignettes were hard to duplicate by someone wishing to 
issue counterfeits. The precise detail would be hard to execute by 
someone not schooled in the art. So, banknotes with cherubic like- 
nesses were viewed as having an additional layer of protection from 
the toils of the common counterfeiter. 

A second subliminal suggestion from the engraver would be 
the “V” for Valentine formed by the stalks of the two Lilies 1n the 
form of a Roman numeral for the denomination of “‘five’’, the actual 
denomination of the bill. 

The engraving of the military officer is of President Zachary 
Taylor, the twelfth U.S. President and an officer during the Mex1- 
can-American War of 1846-1848. 

Because of all this, and our fascination with the February 
14th holiday at this time of year it seems appropriate to show and 
inform you about this note with its unusual but beautiful vignette. 4 


O1AY/ ASE ee) bers 
www.stevescoins.com 


Buy & Sell Colonial, U.S. & World Coins & Paper Money 
Estate Liquidations...Appraisals...Wholesale & Retail 


We can come to you for confidential negotiations! 


We are also a regular dealer at all major New England Coin Shows. 
(Call us for our schedule. ) 
(Best prices paid for silver and gold bullion coins and scrap.) 
When buying, stop at our table with a photocopy of your NenaNews 
mailing label and receive an additional discout. 


Stephen Vorchheimer, P. O. Box 292, Rockville, CT 06066 
860-559-0092 Fax 860-875-0508 
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Nota Pawn Shop! 2 x 2 

Professional, Clean & Safe Environment 

q 

BUYING and SELLING 1000’s of customers including rerrerarerere E 

¥Y Gold, Silver, Plat Bullion doctors, attorneys, law BUSINESS i 

¥ Fine or Broken Jewelry enforcement, & businesses 1 

v Old US Coins & Currency from all over Connecticut. : , Oa 0 

v Old Foreign Coins/Notes Over $8 million paid out p Praga ihe sed di shi ~ 1 
v Old Pocket Watches Over 10 years in business 


v Sterling Flatware 
Y Sterling Plates, Bowls 
v Estates& Inheritances 


¥ Silver Plate & Gold mee 


YDiamonds 
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2<clip and save 





OPEN 
Tues-Fri 9-5 
Sat 9-2 
or by appointment 





Numismatist over 30 yrs 
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~ Coin N’ Gold Exchange - 


157 Marlborough st 
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Queen Margaret the First 


of Denmark 
€ Great Lady Seated on an 
Gnlikely Bank Note 


By: Mark Anderson 





ueen Margaret I of Denmark, born in 1353, effectively ruled 
Denmark from the time of accession of her son Olaf I to the 
Danish throne in 1375 until her death in 1412. A remarkable 
ruler in her time, in fact in any time, she is famously associated with the 
Kalmar Union, signed in 1397 in the Kalmar Castle. 

Three private bank notes issued by the Kalmar Enskilda Bank 
dated 1894 commemorate her crowning achievement, a 10 kronor, a 50 
kronor, and a 100 kronor. Designed and printed by Bradbury Wilkinson 
and Company, all three issues feature the engraved portrait of the queen 
at left. The 50 and 100 kronor are large format square notes and show 
a full likeness, seated and looking straight ahead. As pictured in the en- 
graving she signs, with a quill pen, the Union document on her lap. The 
curled top edge of the treaty bears the year, 1397, the year the alliance 
was cemented. The smaller format 10 kronor note features a head and 
shoulders extract from the full portrait seen on the higher denominations. 








Pick S289 
All three notes include a lovely vignette of Kalmar Castle. 


Inhabited since ancient times, Kalmar is located in southeastern 
Continued on next page 
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Queen Margaret Continued 

Sweden, on the Baltic Coast and directly across a narrow channel from 
famous Oland. Kalmar is the home of two particularly famous Swedes 

— August Strindberg [the composer] and Ivar Krueger [the so-called 
“match king’’]. The first foundations of Kalmar’s castle date to the 12th 
century, and its prominence and round tower and lookout led to its choice 
by the Queen to hold an assembly of all three countries’ rulers to discuss 
and ultimately ratify a treaty for their mutual protection. 

The impetus for the creation of the Kalmar Union was the threat 
posed to all of the Baltic nations by the Hanseatic League. The league 
was a confederation created by several northern German towns and 
business interests strung along the southern Baltic coast. The potential 
dangers of this alliance to the critical waterway made the Kalmar Union 
a key treaty. Despite a few small “breaks,” the tri-partite arrangements 
lasted until 1523.er Sweden’s departure, promulgated by Gustav Vasa’s 
accession to the Swedish throne in 1523, the Danish Norwegian alliance 
continued until 1814. It is perhaps somewhat surprising that a Dan- 
ish Queen should be remembered on a Swedish bank note, but it is in 
recognition of her vision and 1n tribute to her extraordinary political and 
diplomatic skills that she would be remembered, hundreds of years later, 
in this way. 
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Pick S290s Continued on page 18 
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WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


Locally Owned Family Business since 1981! 
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; rk h i z | ite vee Candy = a 
¢ Buying and selling old coins, 


° a money, 


¢ Paper ephemera, \& = Sy : 
e Jewelry, — 
e and Bullion. 
Collector and investor quality coins. 


Estate appraisals for legal or private purposes. 


WESTERLY ENTERPRISES 


8B Canal Street, Westerly, Rl 02891 


401-596-2298 


Open Tues - Fri 10am-4:30pm, Sat 10am-3pm 
Closed Sunday and Monday 
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Junk Box Reporter 


Welcome to the, “Junk Box Reporter’ a column reserved for 
brief reports of unusual finds by members in those unusual 
places like old desk drawers, in walls of renovated rooms, at 
flea markets, coin machine rejects slots., dealer’s junk boxes, 
etc. 

Submit your brief write up about and scan (if possible) of the 
object and the place or how it was found, an estimated value 
if possible and other highlights about the find including your 
name or just initials if you wish to remain anonymous to: John 
Ferreri P.O. Box 33 Storrs, CT 06268. 

“JBR” briefs do not qualify for dues reduction as do submitted 
articles. Some “UBR’” briefs may be edited to conform with the 
purpose of the column. Tell us about your experience! We 
want to hear from you! 





Not Quite Junk by John Maslanka 
During these days of the COVID-19 pandemic, my instincts for coin 
@ acquisition have been thwarted because of not visiting my favorite coin 
shops. So, I have taken up three alternate paths for acquiring material. 
The first is checking out the reject buckets in coin counting machines, the 
second is looking through rolls of coins, and the third is looking through 
loose coins of relatives and friends. Examining a pile of coins can be 
tedious work, but I do it primarily to relax and get my mind off of other 
stuff. 
Most of the time coin counting machine reject buckets are empty, but 
sometimes they hold one, two or a few coins. The most coins that I have 
found at one time in a Coin Star reject bucket was 110. They were all US 
coins of no particular distinction. So, I put them all back into circulation. 
Also, I have found a number of foreign coins. It’s like travelling the 
world by proxy. I see Canada a lot. Then there are Bermuda, the UK, 
France, Germany, Italy, the EU, Israel, India, Australia, but not much 
Africa, Latin America or other Asia. I recently found a one-pound coin 
from the UK in a Coin Star reject bucket. 
Here is a list of my better US findings since New Years of 2020. 
eOne 1943 plain US Quarter in the coin counting machine at my 
local credit union. 
¢-Two 1964D US Dimes and one 1963D US Dime in Coin Star 
machines. 
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eOne 1944D US War Nickel in a roll. Silver War Nickels and 
Indian Head Nickels have gotten hard to find in circulation. 

One 2009 US Cent in Brilliant Unc Red, commemorating the 
building of the Capitol in Washington, DC, in my son’s coin 
bucket. These are hard to find in circulation in any condition. 

eOne underweight 1989-S US Quarter (5.40 grams) in change at 
a supermarket. Initially I recognized it because of its faint strike. 
Then I took it home and weighed it. 

Happy coin hunting in these difficult times. 4 


ae sa great little Me ’s Day Sees about the soe note. 





This $1 note was cenel on Feb. 14th 1943 at a performance of the musi- 
cal group “The Star Dusters”. It included singer June Hutton along with 
band members Curt Purnell, Dick Wilder, and Glen Gaylon. 

At one time the group was part of the Charlie Spivak orchestra, and they 
performed the song , “At Last”.In the Betty Grable movie “Pin Up Girl” 
which was released in 1944. 

June Hutton was also a member of the group “The Pied Pipers”’. 

And her songs included - P.S. I Love you, Dream a Little Dream of Me, 
and I’ll See You in my Dreams. 

I have been unable to ascertain as yet whether or not this was a USO 
related show, nor have I been able to learn where the performance took 
place. 

For now I guess we could consider it a war time war time short-snorter or 
other memorabilia. 


Tom Lisi 
Sterling Rare Coin. 
Sterling, MA 
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Queen Margaret Continued 


In the early 1800s, Sweden’s elimination of the discount houses 
created a powerful regional need for currency, leading to the granting of 
charters to banks that allowed them to issue currency in their own name. 
Beginning in the 1830s, eventually 31 private banks would issue their 
own currency. The Kalmar Enskilda Bank issued its own currency from 
1867 until privatbanksedlar were phased out. In 1897 the Swedish Riks- 
bank was authorized to become [once again] the sole bank note issuing 
authority. Note issuance ceased after 1903, and in 1906 redemption of 
notes became required. Notes were then cancelled by a variety of tech- 
niques [stamped “betald”’ or “inlost,” holed, perforated, signatures cut 


out, etc. ]. 
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Pick S291s 
1894 notes [this series] were the last private bank notes issued by the 
bank. 4 
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Banks Recommend U's 
Sterling Plaza, Rte 12 


50 Leominster Road Tom & Matt Lisi 
Sterling, MA 01564 9°'/38-422-8228 


Sterling Coin offers a wide range of United States 
Coins and Currency. We provide excellent and 
discreet qualified want list services for our clients. 
And, we take pride in being rated: one of the best 
and friendliest 5-star coin and collectable stores 
in New England. That is because; we operate our 
business by the Golden Rule! 


Tom and Matt proudly support local and regional 
Massachusetts and Rhode Island coin clubs includ- 
ing the Oxford Coin Club, the Blackstone Valley 
Coin Club, the Worcester County Coin Club, the 
Southbridge Coin Club, the Sterling Coin Club and 
the New England Numismatic Association. 
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The Tem 
Optimus 


By: Benjamin D. R. Hellings' 





hy i ll of Jupiter 
aximas 





n 2017, the Yale University Art Gallery received a fascinating 

coin depicting one of the most important temples at Rome: the 

temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, also referred to as Jupiter Op- 
timus Maximus (Jupiter the Best and Greatest). The temple was 
situated on the Capitoline Hill and to the northwest of the Circus 
Maximus, and the coin presented in this short essay commemo- 

® rates the reconstruction of the temple by the emperor Vespasian (r. 

AD 69-79) after its destruction during the civil war. 

Following the death of Nero in AD 68, Civil war broke out 
in AD 69, with four main contenders vying for the imperial throne 
(lending AD 69 the moniker “Year of the Four Emperors’’). The 
final conflict was between Vitellius, who occupied Rome, and Ves- 
pasian, who was proclaimed emperor by the legions in the eastern 
part of the empire. Vespasian’s brother, Flavius Sabinus, began 
negotiations for the abdication of Vitelltus, who was desperate to 
gain time to recruit more soldiers, despite the obvious inevitability 
of Vespasian’s victory. On December 19, AD 69, however, Vitel- 
lius attacked and burned the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, which 
had been held by Vespasian’s faction. Domitian, Vespasian’s eigh- 
teen-year-old son and the honor and on the obverse of this coin, 
only managed to escape Vitellius’s attack by disguising himself as 
a girl. 

Continued on next page 


1. Jackson-Tomasko Associate Curator of Numismatics, Yale University Art Gallery. 
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Figure I - As of Domitian, 

| Rome, AD 72. Copper, 11.33 g, 
6:00, 27.2 mm. Yale University 
Art Gallery, Gift of Ben Lee 
Damsky, 2018.65.4 





This coin depicts the new Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maxi- 
mus, with six Corinthian-style columns. Jupiter stands in the cen- 
ter, flanked by Juno and Minerva (Fig. 1). Above and between the 
four central columns, an arch spans the intercolumnar gaps, mim- 
icking the three cellae (chambers) within the temple, each housing 
one of the cult statues. Although later and larger sesterti1 are more 
intricate, the details surviving on this smaller as (equal to 1/4th 
sestertius) are phenomenal; the statues in the temple pediment, to 
which Vespasian added many, are still visible on this smaller coin 
and therefore would have required a careful engraving to produce 
results similar to those found on larger sestertii. The statue of 
Jupiter seated, in the center, is easily identifiable. Faint traces of 
two reclining figures (possibly Juno and Minerva) appear on each 
side. A facing quadriga statue 1s on the center of the roof, while 
equestrians or bigae are mounted on overhanging platforms at the 
edges. Coins issued later in Vespasian’s reign depict many more 
statues on the roof, so it is probable that this coin was struck during 
the reconstruction of the temple. If that were the case, the Damsky 
coin donated to Yale presents a design concept or early proposal 
of the rebuilt temple, offering an interesting point of comparison 
between construction phases while also tracking the number of 
years of building activity. However, in AD 80, only a few years af- 
ter reconstruction was complete, the temple was struck by lighting 
and burned to the ground once again. Vespasian’s two sons, Titus 
and Domitian, rebuilt the temple for a fourth time during their own 
reigns.” 

2 Marvin Tameanko, Monumental Coins: Buildings and Structures on Ancient 


Coinage (lola, Wis.: Krause Publications, 1999), 139-45; and Suetonius, De vita 
Caesarum. 
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What is Round, has eight legs and 
is Made of Stone? 


The Newport Tower ! 


By C. John Ferreri 
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This 1831 $2 note of the Merchants Bank of Newport shows the 
mysterious tower in Truro Park in the city of Newport, RI. This 
was built on hilly land at one time owned by Benedict Arnold, the 
great-grandfather of the Benedict of Revolutionary War fame and 
disgrace. Notice the amount of intrusive brush that flows over the 
stone sides, indicating that even in 1831, the date of the engraving, 
this structure must have been quite old. The fact that it still stands 
is a testament to the workmanship involved when it originally was 
built. The note was engraved by Peter Maverick an outstanding 
banknote engraver of his day and will show the uncluttered and 
precise qualities of his work. 


ollecting Obsolete Banknotes can sometimes turn into an ar- 
cheological event as with the image of the “Newport Tower” 
as shown on an 1831 issue of the Merchants Bank in New- 
port, Rhode Island . The banknote image available to this author 
comes from an online source and while of mediocre quality is still 
sharp enough to discern some of the finer points of the tower. 

So, what is the tower? Good question! In the past it has 


been called by various names and attributed to various peoples. 
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It is a sturdy structure made of uncut stone and mortar not unlike 
the stone which may be found in the immediate area of Newport. 
Today it rests in a small park surrounded by Pelham, Truro W. and 
Mill Streets and Bellevue Ave. It is round, has eight legs and arch- 
es and seems to be missing a floor or two inside. There are niches 
made in the inner wall that could be for floor joists or maybe for 
the inner workings of a mill. 





Two different pictures of the Newport Tower, one a painting 
and the other, a modern photograph. 


It seems that no written records of its architect and con- 
struction are known. Was it a windmill built by the elder Arnold or 
could it be that the Vikings landed here in years past and construct- 
ed this tower with which to burn brush and signal to others off 
shore on ships, of their whereabouts? Or, could it have been built 
by some Chinese explorer who came ashore here to erect a tower, 
similar in appearance to those made in China during the Song Dy- 
nasty in the 1840’s? Some believe that the Knights Templar had a 
hand in its construction as they were master stone builders. 

The most believable theory (to this author), would be that it 
was designed and built by Peter Harrison, a widely known master 
architect both in Newport and other areas of the Colonies in about 
1750-1770. This time frame for the Tower has been confirmed 
by carbon dating of the mortar substance found 1n its matrix. The 
tower itself 1s 28 feet tall and while rough in appearance, is actu- 
ally sturdy enough to have withstood almost 300 years of New 
England hurricanes, tornadoes, ice events and bomb cyclones that 
seem currently to be in vogue! It has witnessed the church mar- 
riage of at least one President (John Kennedy) and is a neighbor to 
various late 1800’s industrialists’ mansions built high above Easton 


Bay on the east shore of the town. Continued on next page 
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The Newport Tower Continued | 
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Ti his Se a note a ae 1 804 aaa sssied by the Rhode nee, Union Bank 
shows very poor workmanship, especially with the lettering. However this 
note may show the one clue that proves the original purpose of the Newport 
Tower! 

Credit for this image goes to Stack’s Bowers Galleries. The image was previ- 
ously shown in banknote form in Volume 5 of the Whitman Encyclopedia of 
Obsolete Paper Money. 


So, what did he build? The vignette on this other Newport 
banknote of the Rhode Island Union Bank printed in 1804 certainly 
shows a structure that is unmistakably, a windmill. The note is 
probably a counterfeit (there are no known genuine $3 bills like 
this) but wouldn’t a counterfeit note have an almost exact resem- 
blance to the genuine? And, with the abundance of wind coming 
off the sea, a hill in Newport would be a natural place to build a 
windmill! 

The next time you visit little old Newport you might want 
to stop at the Tower to see what exactly you think of it! If current 
banknotes used in Newport could display scenery of local areas 
what do you think would be shown on them, the Cliff Walk, Castle 
Hill Lighthouse and the Tennis Hall of Fame? This is what makes 
collecting U.S. Obsolete Paper Money so interesting. One never 
knows what scenery will be found on these bills. Sometimes it is 
up to the reader to identify it! 

Historic structures, wartime battles, identifiable street 
scenes, famous ships and historic moments are captured 1n the art- 
ists vignettes used on many of New England’s mid 1800’s paper 
money issues. This note is a good example! 4 


To learn more about collecting paper money or to inquire about membership 

in the Currency Club of New England contact Kevin Lafond, P.O.Box 4724, 
Porstmouth, NH 03802-4724 or kglafond@comcast.net, phone (603) 498-2042. 
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The Post Exchange Tokens 
of Fort Trumbull, 
New London, Connecticat 


By: David Morrison 








s a collector of Southeastern Connecticut trade tokens and 
exonumia, my interest does not usually extend into mili- 
tary tokens. However, when a token from one of the forts 

in my area comes up for auction, my interest 1s piqued. In the past 
year, I have been fortunate enough to acquire two such tokens from 


Continued on next page 
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The Post Exchange Tokens of Fort Trumbull Continued 


Fort Trumbull in New London, Connecticut. Both were purchases 
in online auctions. The first token I purchased was an aluminum 
Good For 5 Cents example of the 1910-1920 era. This token is 
rather scarce, with only a few known to the author of the “Connect- 
icut Trade Token” book written by Manuel Ayala. The second was 
a great find, in a denomination (5 cents), that was not listed in Mr. 
Ayala’s book, nor the Military Token book by Paul Cunningham. I 
was especially pleased to have won this token for my collection, as 
finding an unknown denomination is exciting (to me). This brass 
token is estimated by Mr. Ayala to be from the 1890-1920 era. In- 
formation about the Fort Trumbull Post Exchange (and it’s tokens) 
seem to be very elusive. Thus, it is difficult to date these tokens 
conclusively. 





PT THEM ERLE SW LOSS. Soni 


Fort Trumbull itself has a long, and interesting history. 
Approved by (and named after) Governor Jonathan Trumbull, the 
initial fort was completed in 1777. The idea was to protect New 
London and the Thames River from the British. A companion fort 
(Fort Griswold) was completed on the opposite side of the river. 
After being rebuilt several times, the current structure was com- 
pleted in 1852. The “Third System Fort” was built of local granite 


Continued on page 28 
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When Great Collections are Sold, 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries Sells Them 


~, Stacks Bowers Galleries has sold at auction 
pe ‘4 8 of the top 10 most valuable coins in 2020 


A 9 of the top 10 most valuable currency notes in 2020 
A 3 of the top 5 most valuable coins of all time 


A 3 of the top 5 most valuable collections of all time 


The Numbers Speak 
for Themselves and 
Have for Over 85 Years! 


Stack’s Bowers Galleries continued to 
dominate coin and paper money price 
records in 2020, affirming a legacy that 
began in 1935. Whether you believe 

the best choice to auction your rare 
numismatic items is today’s most successful 
auctioneer, or you believe that past results 
are the best indicator for future results, 
your search brings you to the same place - 
Stack’s Bowers Galleries. 
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Contact us today to speak 

to a consignment specialist. 
800.458.4646 West Coast Office 
800.566.2580 East Coast Office 


Consign@StacksBowers.com 
LEGENDARY COLLECTIONS | LEGENDARY RESULTS | A LEGENDARY AUCTION FIRM 


470 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022 e NYC@StacksBowers.com 
1550 Scenic Ave. Ste. 150, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 . 
Info@StacksBowers.com e StacksBowers.com 


New York + California » New Hampshire » Oklahoma « Hong Kong « Paris GALLERIES 
SBG NENA News Records 210129 America’s Oldest and Most Accomplished Rare Coin Auctioneer 
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The Post Exchange Tokens of Fort Trumbull Continued 


from Millstone Point in neighboring Waterford. The fort was then 
designated for many varied uses. Some of the more interesting 
were as follows: 
1) Inducting and training Union soldiers for the Civil War 
2) Various Company and Artillery units from 1861-1910s 
3) Revenue Cutter Service starting in 1910 (forerunner of the 
U.S. Coast Guard) 
4.) Barracks for WWI recruits 
5) Navy experimental torpedo testing and sub detection tech- 
nology, 1917-1918 
6) United States Coast Guard Academy, 1915-1932 
7) Merchant Marine School established in 1936 
8) University of Connecticut branch, 1947-1952 
9) Perhaps the most important, from the WWI era until 1998, 
the Fort was used as the Naval Underwater Sound Lab 
(NUSL, NUSC, NUWC). This lab was instrumental in the 
development of sonar technology, and submarine equipment. 


When the lab moved to Newport RI in the late 1990’s, most 
of the Fort was ceded to the State of Connecticut. This section was 
converted to a State Park. The northern section of the property 
remains a working U.S. Coast Guard Station. I recommend a visit 
to the Park for anyone visiting the area. The Fort is well preserved, 
well kept, and is a beautiful park for any visitor. A seasonal mu- 
seum 1s open to the public, and on occasion there are special events 
such as military reenactments. I welcome any comments, or infor- 
mation regarding the use of the Fort Trumbull tokens. Contact me 
at daveontilleyst@gmail.com. 4 


References: 

Ayala, Manuel A., Connecticut Trade Tokens. 2019. Signature Book Printing 
Cunningham, Paul A., Military Tokens of the United States. Volume 1. 1995. 
Michigan Exonumia Publ. 


28 NenaNews 


2021March.indd 28 oy 2/25/2021 12:39:14 PM 











Katland Marble 





By: Walt Wiegand 


y the time of the Civil War, Rutland County Vermont was well 
on its way to becoming the leading supplier of marble in the 
US. Quarries in the area were the source of the superior quality 
material which was widely utilized in the construction of public build- 
ings, monuments, statuary and the like. Many workers were employed 
in quarrying but also in sawing, polishing and otherwise preparing it 
for use. Although it was known to be locally available for some time, 
marble did not become of major commercial importance until the rail- 
road arrived at Rutland around 1850. Prior to then it was not possible 
to economically remove heavy loads from remote western Vermont to 
major metropolitan centers for use. 

There were two important banks in Rutland in the “obsolete 
banknote” era. Both converted to national banks at the end of the Civil ® 
War. By far the older was the Bank of Rutland which received its charter 
in 1824 while the local economy was still largely agriculture-based.In the 
1850’s when the marble business had begun to flourish the bank issued 
notes of several denominations that featured vignettes that portrayed the 
quarrying industry. A $20 Bank of Rutland note of that period has in the 
foreground a wagon-load of marble slabs with a team of oxen and two 
teamsters. Many men are seen at work nearby and in the far background 
are derricks loading marble onto a train of flatcars. Vignettes at either 
end reflect the agricultural heritage of the area. 








Continued on next page 
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Rutland Marble Continued 


A few years later in 1862, the design of the bank’s earlier 
$1 note was modified slightly to incorporate the portrait of a Civil 
War officer at the lower right. The central vignette of that issue 
remained unchanged. It features a massive block of marble ready 
to be hoisted away while in the background a crew works to split 
and separate additional pieces from the solid quarry wall. The se- 
rial number, 30639, on the pictured bank note suggests that many 
thousands were in circulation at the time. They are rarely encoun- 
tered today. 


B Ape 
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The second of the local banks was a late-comer but more 
closely connected with the marble industry. In 1837, William 
Young Ripley sold his farm in Middlebury, VT, and moved to 
Rutland to engage in business. He had been involved earlier in 
dry-goods and as a commission merchant elsewhere. A few years 
later Ripley partnered with William Barnes who apparently was the 
first to begin commercial quarrying in the area. Barnes handled the 
marble quarry while Ripley was in charge of finishing and market- 
ing. By 1850 when the quarry itself was sold, both had prospered. 
Ripley continued as a marble dealer. The 1860 US census lists him 
with a net worth of several hundred thousand dollars. Perhaps it 
wasn’t a surprise when the April 24, 1862 edition of the Rutland 
Weekly Herald reported: “RUTLAND COUNTY BANK -— The 
Directors of this Bank have elected Wm. Y. Ripley, Esq, Presi- 
dent. He is now in New York for the purpose of getting plates 
engraved....’. Its State charter had been obtained in late 186land 
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Rutland Marble Continued 

the bank opened in the summer of ’62. The rare $1 banknote of the 
Rutland County Bank features huge blocks of marble being readied 
for hoisting onto flatcars; a portrait of the bank president occupies 
the lower right. Ripley may be the gentleman in the top hat talking 
to workmen in the center vignette, after-all he was the president 
and probably its majority shareholder and had personally ordered 
the notes from the American Bank Note Co in New York! 4 
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Buyers, sellers and appraisers of coins 
and collectibles for over 40 years! 
Attending most major coin and currency shows 
In New England. 


Higleyville Coin Company 
A department of Simsbury Pharmacy 
Robert Kevorkian, proprietor 


1418 Hopmeadow St. Simsbury, CT 06 


860 658-1344 S27" 
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Daniel Boone Bicentennial 
1934 - 1938 


By: Peter D. Jones 








Background. 

The Daniel Boone Bicentennial Commission in Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky, wanted to raise money for the American Order of 
Pioneers to restore various historical sites. Whether these sites 
ever benefitted I have been unable to find out, though apparently 
there was one monument dedicated by President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in 1934 at Pioneer Memorial State Park in Harrodsburg, 
Kentucky. Daniel Boone was an explorer, hunter, and American 
folk hero who opened land west of the Appalachians. 


The coin. 

The obverse shows a bust facing left of Daniel Boone. The 
legend reads UNITED STATES OF AMERICA above, and HALF 
DOLLAR below. 
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The reverse shows Daniel Boone in frontiersman’s dress 
with a coonskin cap and long musket and peace treaty in his right 
hand. He is speaking with Shawnee Chief, Black Fish (Boone’s 
adoptive father), who is carrying a tomahawk and wearing a cape, 
buckskin trousers and helmet with feathers (actually a Shawnee 
Chief would have had a shaved scalp and scalp-lock). A scalp- 
lock 1s a long lock of hair left on a shaved head, not uncommon 
amongst Native Americans. Black Fish’s native name was Chi- 
ungalla. He was not the first Native American to appear on a US 
coin. The first was Brulé Sioux Chief Hollow Horn Bear on the 
gold quarter-eagle and half-eagle designed by Bela Lyon Pratt in 
1908. 

In the left field 1s a building on an embankment intended to 
be Boone’s blockhouse fort, and on the right is the sun, presumably 
setting in the west, signifying westward expansion. Others say 
it is rising in the east! The legend is INGOD WE TRUST and E 
PLURIBUS UNUM above, and the date (1935 in this case) below. 
An inscription in the left field says: DANIEL BOONE BICEN- 

® TENNIAL, and in the right field says: 1934 PIONEER YEAR. ® 


Introducing the coin. 

C. Frank Dunn, Secretary and Chairman of the Daniel 
Boone Bicentennial Commission chose Augustus Lukeman to 
sculpt a coin (he was the sculptor who took over from Gutzon Bor- 
glum to finish the Stone Mountain Memorial). 

When a commission asks a sculptor to make models for a 
coin, the sculptor must satisfy the Commission of Fine Arts (CFA), 
the Mint, and the requesting Commission. This can make for dif- 
ficulties. Lukeman said, he agreed to do the models at half price 
because the commission “lacked funds”. 

The Boone Family Association, and Dunn asked Senator 
Alben Barkley (D.-Ky) to push a bill through Congress for a coin 
which became law May 26th, 1934. Boone had only one surviving 
portrait by Chester Hardin, and Lukeman’s sculpting of him looks 
to me similar to that picture, but Swiatek and Breen in their 1981 
book (see references) say the sculpture is based on the frontispiece 
in Collins History of Kentucky. 


Continued on next page 
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Daniel Boone Bicentennial Continued 
Dunn disliked Lukeman’s 


designs, especially be- 
cause the Boone Family 
Association wanted it 
modelled after a bust by 
Albin Polasek in the Hall 
of Fame in Brooklyn, 
New York. The Polasek 
bust is a composite of 
Hardin’s portrait done 
when Boone was 85 years 
old, and contemporary 
descriptions. Further, the 
Daniel Boone Bicenten- 
nial Commission asked 
for the treaty of Boones- 





boro, not the treaty of Chester Hardin 8 unfinished picture 
Wataugh. More about this of Daniel Boone aged 86. 
later. Dunn was a stickler 

for Kentucky history. 


The Boone family and Dunn asked the Commission for 
Fine Arts to fire Lukeman and find another artist. The CFA refused 
and after long negotiations, Lukeman made various changes, and 
switched the peace pipe to a tomahawk (how this now represents 
a peace treaty 1s anyone’s guess!). Cornelius Vermeule (see ref- 
erences) commented: “this coin ranks as America’s best artistic 
endeavors”. 

Daniel Boone is featured in the Hall of Fame at New York 
University (now Bronx Community College), who also began to 
sculpt medals of their honorees. 

600,000 coins were authorized in 1934. But rather surpris- 
ingly only 10,000 were struck. The first coin was put into a special 
envelope for Sen. Alben Barkley to sign and deliver to President 
Franklin Roosevelt. The rest were shipped to Dunn in the Phoenix 
Hotel in Lexington, Kentucky, where he sold them at $1.60 a piece. 

In 1935, another 10,000 coins were minted at the Philadel- 


phia Mint, and 5,000 each at the Denver and San Francisco Mints. 
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The Hall of Fame Medal Commemorating Daniel Boone 
Photo credit: Yale University Art Gallery 


The Boone Bicentennial Commission then asked Congress 
to pass a law that the original date of 1934 be placed above the 
inscription PIONEER YEAR. Very clever — this created two vari- 
eties of the coin in 1935, so Dunn could ask for 10,000 more from 
the Philadelphia mint, and 2,000 more each from the Denver and 
San Francisco Mints (these latter two were advertised for $3.70 
each in the Numismatist). Each mintage naturally had a handful 
more for assaying. (All subsequent Boone commemorative half 
dollar dates have this 1934 above PTPONEER YEAR). 

Then Dunn claimed this issue was sold out, and returned 
all the checks sent in to him. Prices jumped to $25, then $50, even 
$100 for a set. This is called restrictive marketing, a technique 
that was used with Cabbage Patch Kids in the 1980s to increase 
demand by feigning scarcity. It is thought that Dunn had kept the 
majority of the 2,000 Denver and San Francisco pairs, to sell them 
at pumped up prices, claiming he had bought them himself on the 
aftermarket. 

The famous dealer Abe Kosoff said Dunn had two offices 
on the second floor of the Phoenix Hotel in Lexington, Kentucky; 
one for official business, and the second his private office for unof- 
ficial business. It reminds me of shopkeepers who used to keep 
two tills, one for reporting to the IRS, and the other for tax free 


income for themselves! I am not sure whether this still happens. 
Continued on next page 
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Daniel Boone Bicentennial Continued 

Dunn then spent years trying to cover up, telling lie upon 
lie, then transferred the business to his wife in case he was sued. 

Ultimately after agitation by David Bullowa, a coin dealer, 
Congressional hearings in 1938 lead to legislation changes. For 
newcommemorative authorizations there would be larger issues, to 
prevent restrictive marketing, and with only one minting per year 
and coinage at only one mint 

To put this in perspective 2,000 sets at $50 would be a 
profit of $98,000. Factory workers in 1935 made 55¢ per hour, in 
2018 they averaged $21.35 per hour. Thus $98,000 then would be 
the equivalent to $3.8 million now. It is thought Dunn pocketed 
over half of this. 

But Dunn was not finished. In 1936 he asked for 12,000 
Philadelphia Mint coins which he sold for $1.10, and 5,000 each of 
the Denver and San Francisco Mint coins which he sold for $1.60 
each. They all sold. 

In 1937, he asked for 15,000 P, 7,000 D and 5,000 S coins. 
He publicized that 1937 would definitely be the last year of issue 
and pumped up the prices to $12.40 per set of three. But demand 
fell and he returned around half of the mintage for re-melting. 
Think of it! A guaranteed profit of whatever you like, a cost of 
half a dollar, and you can order as many as you like, and what you 
don’t sell you can return! 

Despite assuring everyone 1937 was the last year, in 1938 
Dunn ordered 5,000 more from each mint and discounted the sets 
to $6.50 per set. He sold only 2,000 sets and of course returned the 
rest to the Mint for re-melting. These coins principally exploited 
numismatists, very few ever saw a non-numismatist. 

Dunn (1883-1954) was a historian who founded Kentucky 
Progress Magazine. He also worked at the Lexington Chamber of 
Commerce and AAA. He was also editor of the Lexington Her- 
ald Newspaper, a one-time professional musician, and owned an 
advertising agency. As soon as he had made his fortune ripping 
off the federal commemorative coin system (which he stopped in 
1938), he retired to the life of a gentleman, researching historic 
homes in Kentucky. In 1941 he wrote “The Boarding School of 


Mary Todd Lincoln”’. 
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Daniel Boone. 

Daniel Boone (1734-1820) was a frontiersman folk hero, 
who helped settle Kentucky, the first state west of the Appala- 
chians. Boone got his first rifle aged twelve and learnt to hunt. In 
so doing he sold furs and learnt local routes. One story chronicles 
him in the woods with several other boys when a panther charged 
at them. The other boys ran off, but Boone calmly cocked his rifle 
and shot the panther dead. 

His family was originally Quaker, but they were shunned 
because their daughter married outside the community, so they 
moved to North Carolina. 

Boone was not formally educated though he could read. 
But he had deep understanding of nature. During the French and 
Indian War (1754-1763) between the British and French, Boone 
was a teamster with his cousin Daniel Morgan (later a General) and 
was almost killed driving English General Braddock’s wagons to 
the battle of Monongahela. 

® Boone married Rebecca Bryan in 1756 and, though of- 
ten insolvent, earned money by hunting and trapping, sometimes 
alone, sometimes with others. Although his hunts could be brief, 
they were more often long, sometimes even a couple of years. 

In 1767 he reached Kentucky on a long hunt. The area 
became British territory after the treaty of Fort Stanwix when the 
Iroquois ceded their claim to Kentucky to the British. In 1769 
Boone did another two-year hunt in Kentucky. He came to like 
Kentucky. In 1773 he and about 50 others established a settlement 
in Kentucky, but abandoned it when local Delaware, Shawnee, 
and Cherokee Native Americans tortured several whites, including 
his son. There developed an ongoing war, with Native Americans 
trying to defend their territories from the English whites, called 
Dunmore’s wat. 

Richard Henderson, a prominent North Carolina judge, then 
hired Boone to pave the way for a 1775 treaty with the Cherokee 
Tribe. Boone, with thirty others, marked a path through the Cum- 
berland Gap into Kentucky where he founded Boonesborough, 


where Boone’s family moved. 
Continued on next page 
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Daniel Boone Bicentennial Continued 

In 1776, Native Americans captured Boone’s daughter 
Jemima. Boone ambushed them, rescuing her and several other 
white girls. The event was fictionalized by James Fennimore Coo- 
per in “The Last of the Mohicans”’. 

In February 1778 patriots made Boone a Captain to lead 
expedition, and was captured by Shawnees who were now helping 
the British (this was during the time of the American Revolution). 
The captives were presented to the British. The British imprisoned 
some but Boone was kept by the Shawnees. The Shawnee Chief 
Black Fish adopted him giving him the name Big Turtle. During 
his three months’ captivity he overheard a British agent say that 
Fort Boonesborough would be attacked. 

Boone escaped and travelled on horseback, then on foot, 
160 miles in five days to warn the fort. The Shawnee tunneled to 
explode the fort’s entrance, but Boone tunneled to intercept them 
with explosives. When Chief Black Fish heard of this he withdrew 
his 500 men and said he felt Boone was supernatural. 

After the siege military relatives of several others who had 

@ been captured by the Shawnees brought a court martial charge 
against Boone. The charges failed and instead Boone was promot- 
ed. 

In 1780, Boone collected $20,000 from settlers to buy land 
claims in Virginia’s Kentucky county. While napping in a tavern 
all his cash was stolen. This was a tremendous blow, but some- 
thing he would ultimately rectify. 

In 1781, Boone went to Richmond to take his seat as a Rep- 
resentative in the Virginia General Assembly. These were danger- 
ous times and British Col. Banastre Tarleton’s cavalry intercepted 
him and held him captive for several days. 

In 1786, Boone settled in Limestone, Kentucky, working 
as a surveyor, horse trader and land speculator. Although by then 
the American Revolution had ended, a new war, the Northwest 
Indian War, between the settlers and Indians resumed which in- 
volved Boone, ultimately ending with the Battle of Fallen Timbers 
in 1794. The US won and settled land between Kentucky and the 
Great Lakes, then call Northwest Territory. 


38 NenaNews 


2021March.indd 38 oy 2/25/2021 12:39:15 PM 











Boone made another fresh start in St. Charles County Missouri in 
1799 (then part of Spanish Louisiana). His Spanish lands were lost 
with the Louisiana purchase in 1803, and he petitioned Congress to 
regain his land claims to sell and pay of his old Kentucky debts. 
He died aged 85. The author, John Filson, wrote “The 
Discovery, Settlement and Present State of Kentuke (sic), with 
an appendix entitled “Adventures of Col. Daniel Boon (sic)”. But 
as Boone was a modest, taciturn guy, Filson embellished his story 
considerably. Another writer, Timothy Flint, similarly embellished 
stories about Boone, creating best sellers. Boone was labelled “the 
founding father of westward expansion”. He became famous and 
was inducted into the Hall of Fame at New York University, one of 
only 98 Americans so honored. Interestingly, Boone did not view 
Western expansion as “manifest destiny”. Rather, he admired and 
sympathized with the Native Americans. 4 
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Normally we would be listing the 
information on local club meetings and contact information but as 
the majority of these are cancelled at this time due to Covid-19, 
please contact the clubs via their website for the 
required information. 


Coin Show News of which most are the listings for EBW Pro- 
motions have been cancelled with a few exceptions. Please go to 
www.ebwpromotions.com for the most up to date information. 


— Fugios, Half and 
Large Cents for Sale 


Early American coppers from 1787 to 1857 
ranging from $10 to five figures. 
www.buyvi ntagemoney.com 


PO. Box 33513,5an Antonio, TA 78265 
pierrefricke(@buyingvintagemoney.com 
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NUMISMATICS 


40 Years of Buying, Selling & Appraising 
P. O. Box 501, Shrewsbury, MA 01545 >> 
We are open by Appointment Only y Ae 4 = 
Call (508) 753-9695 - <> Sy 


7 F Ea *. es 


For over 40 years, we have prided ourselves as one of 
the top coin collectors and dealers in the Boston and 
Worcester region. We are known for gathering rare, 


special and collector coins. However, we buy and sell 
much more. Some of what we will purchase and sell 
includes: 
Silver & Gold Coins 

Silver, Gold & Platinum Bullion 

International Mint & Proof Sets 

Foreign Commemorative Coins 

US & Foreign Paper Currency 

Rare US & World Coins 
International Silver & Gold Coins 
And More 
We are more than just coin dealers. We are historians, 
and are knowledgeable about rare currency, from both 
the United States, as well as International currency. We 
work with both coins, along with paper currency. If you 
would like to trade or sell your entire collection, we will 
offer youa 
FREE, NO-OBLIGATION OFFER 
for the entire collection! We will come to you as well fora 
FREE APPRAISAL OR CONSULTATION 
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Jefferson Wartime Nickels Continued 

There are three reference texts that I recommend: (1) 
“Cherrypicker’s Guide” by Bill Fivaz and J.T. Stanton, (2) Walter 
Breen’s “...Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins”, and (3) Q. 
David Bowers’ “A Guide book of Buffalo and Jefferson Nickels” 
(Whitman series). In my opinion, Bowers’ text is superb, and goes 
into just about all presently known aspects of the whole Jefferson 
nickel series. The section on JWNs was particularly detailed and 
fascinating. I cannot and will not go into all the neat minutia and 
historical gee-whiz factoids that these texts contain, but will note a 
few that (for me, at least) were noteworthy: 


1) The counterfeit nickels of 1944 (without the large mint- 
mark and no silver content) were made by Francis Henning 
of New Jersey. Sharp-eyed numismatists first discovered 
the phonies and helped the law authorities track him down. 
Shortly before he was apprehended, he threw many away ina 
local river (the coins were mostly recovered). Why someone 
would go to all the effort to fake a nickel (and forget to put on 
® the mintmark!) 1s a mystery to me, even given that they would 
have passed had he used a proper reverse die. One possibility 
is that the purchasing power of a nickel then was about what 
$2 is today (at least as far as a chocolate candy bar is con- 
cerned)! 
2) Walter Breen mentions how the star on the obverse of the 
1943 nickels (all mints) is different from all the other years. 
Also, it seems that there are only small differences between 
the stars of all the other JWNs. 
3) Mark Benvenuto wrote an article in “The Numismatist” 
(2000) on the JWNs. He calculated that perhaps 827,163 
pounds of the precious nickel (more valuable than silver at 
the time, and much needed for the war munitions) was saved 
by going to the copper-silver-manganese alloy. This is to be 
compared with about 180 million pounds of nickel used by 
the Allies in WWII! I leave it as a question for the interested 
student to ponder why Congress, the Mint, and the Treasury 
Secretary went to all the effort to produce the JWNs. Dave 
Bowers has an interesting theory as to why. 
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4) When the idea to eliminate the nickel from the 5-cent 
coin reached political consensus amongst the authorities, 

a 50/50 silver/copper alloy was recommended. The only 
problem 1s that this alloy’s electro-magnetic properties are 
incompatible with the previous 75/25 copper/nickel compo- 
sition. This made the 50/50 alloy coins unworkable with the 
counterfeit detector mechanism of the various coin operated 
vending machines. In fact, 50/50 Cu/Ag has just about zero 
magnetic qualities! Therefore, (probably after much effort 
and experimentation), 9% of manganese (an element with 
many magnetic properties) added to the copper/silver made 
the coin’s electro-magnetic motional signature compatible 
with the contemporary vending machines. I always won- 
dered why the manganese was in there. This ternary alloy 
requires special handling to keep it homogeneous in proper 
ratio proportions, and the inevitable slop of manufactur- 

ing process resulted in many JWNs with laminations, color 
surface streaks, etc. when the three elements did not evenly 
mix. 

5) There are several dramatic varieties of JWNs. My favor- 
ite is the 1943-P “doubled-eye” (discovered by Bill Fivaz c. 
1978). Viewed at the right angle, Jefferson’s image acquires 
a rather freakish appearance, creating (to me) a more dra- 
matic artistic change than any other known variety of U.S. 
coinage. Please don’t mention the 1888-O “Hot-Lips” Mor- 
gan Dollar. The 1943/2 double-hubbed obverse and (appar- 
ently) triple-hubbed reverse that Delma Romines discovered 
in 1948 is note-worthy. It was about 10 years later that an 
uncirculated specimen was located, and the variety was “of- 
ficially” recognized. The third major variety is the doubled 
reverse of 1945-P, coming in three flavors, apparently 
discovered by Walter Breen c. 1952. Lastly to be mentioned 
is the 1945-D over D. The bottom D 1s very faint, but is 
dramatically displaced about half-way to the right under the 
top, heavily impressed D. These varieties are scarce, and it 
will take much effort to “cherry-pick” them nowadays. 


Continued on next page 
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Jefferson Wartime Nickels Continued 


6) Another feature that is intriguing is that the reverse die 
often cracks in a fine (~0.1-0.2 mm) vertical line. Often this 
is through the mintmark, creating the “Dollar Sign” specimens 
of San Francisco. I don’t recall seeing any obverse cracks 
of any significance, so I think this phenomena 1s due to the 
‘“hand-hammered” application of the relatively large muint- 
mark, weakening the working die. I’ve never seen a JWN 
with a cud. 
The silvery/blue tinged color, high luster, and brilliance of 
the newly minted JWNs; and the subtly nuanced and highly 
varied colors of nicely toned coins is what appeals the most 
to me. I have recently been finding “proof-like” surfaces to 
several of the dates of the series, which 1s also a pet liking of 
mine. 

I hope you get a similar degree of pleasure with your par- 
ticular favorite collecting series and do try to give more than a 
cursory viewing to the Jefferson War-Time Nickels. 4 


Colony Coin Co. 


78 Bowers St. Newtonville, MA 02460 
617-244-1972 
Arthur Fitts Harvey Fenton 








ZL tppeat tip eR AN, 
coviaae naygiSure co. ylation Cash: Go ae 
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Make us your local coin shop. Serving collectors of all ages! Special 
attention paid to young numismatists. Start your collecting life here! 
Learn about and collect coins and paper money from the far reaches 
of the world. 
Looking for something special? Proof and mint sets make nice gifts! 
Always buying gold and silver coins and bullion. 
Please call ahead for store hours. 
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Z021 NENG MEDAL DESIGN CONTEST 


using a theme appropriate to a significant numismatic an- 
niversary or an event in U.S. history, preferably with a New 
England theme. 

The obverse of the medal will carry the traditional 
NENA Logo and the reverse will feature the winning design 
as the central theme with the legends 77", NENA Conference 
and Convention / 2021, Manchester, NH in a ring around the 
outside. Please include them in your design. Note: date to be 
determined. 

Present your graphic idea on a piece of paper and ex- 
plain the concept in words. You may also use electronic media 
(.jjpg or .ppt format). The winner will be selected from all entries 
submitted through 30 June. The winner will be presented with 
a set of 2021 NENA medals at the annual meeting. 

Send electronic submissions to williamharkins @com- 


i tis time again to open competition for the 2021 NENA medal, 


@® cast.net with a subject line of 2021 NENA MEDAL. Paper 
submissions can be sent to NENA, P.O. Box 2061, Woburn, 
MA 01888. 


["- NENA NEWS ~ si 


YEARLY PUBLICATION DATES & ADVERTISING RATES 


Issue #1 March 1*....lssue #2 June 1*....lssue #3 Sept.15*....lssue #4 Dec 1st 





Full Page.......... S60 per issue Half Page.......... S40 per issue 
Third Page.......... $30 per issue Inside front or back cover....565 per issue 
(10% discount for advertising in multiple issues) 
(Please include check with order and to qualify for discount) 


(Deadline for articles is two weeks prior to publication date) 












Ads and Articles Representative.......C. John Ferreri 
P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 860-429-6970 
lle johnnybanknote@yahoo.com _ell 
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Photo left to right NENA members Richard Ziegler, Diane Zuck, Richard Hand 
Jr. and Bill Harkins. Diane volunteered time with NENA’ Y.N. Program and 
also assisted Richard Hand for many years with Brockton’ National Coin Week 
Program. 


Diane Zuck, 74, of Brockton MA passed away 29 Novem- 
ber 2020. Diane was born in Brooklyn NY to Olga F. and Nicholas 
Zuck. Diane moved to Summit NJ in 1955 with her parents and 
two sisters. Diane attended Trenton State College and received a 
degree in Physical Education. She then attained her Certificate in 
Physical Therapy at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia 
and her Master's degree in Movement Sciences from Columbia 
University in New York. Diane was Director of Physical Therapy 
at the NJ Rehabilitation Hospital in East Orange NJ and then 
became the Clinical Coordinator for the PT Program at Columbia 
University where she 1s listed as an Instructor in Clinical Physical 
Therapy. Diane was a gifted physical therapist and she received 
great satisfaction helping people, especially children with severe 
disabilities. Once she moved to MA, Diane worked for the Perkins 
School for the Blind where she designed and implemented classes 
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for students with dual sensory deficits, e.g., deaf and blind. She 
also facilitated activities that focused on the human/animal connec- 
tion. Diane amended her PT training by becoming an Alexander 
Instructor. Her understanding of this alternative method combined 
with her conventional PT experience resulted in her being asked 

to write a chapter on the Alexander Technique in a book exploring 
complimentary therapies in rehabilitation. She also maintained a 
small private Alexander practice. Diane was a person who danced 
to her own drum - an independent, caring person with a great sense 
of humor. In her early years she enjoyed tennis, sailing, and salt 
water fishing. Later she enjoyed belonging to a gun club, fishing, 
and collecting coins she was a member of the Collectors Club of 
Boston and the New England Numismatic Association she also en- 
joyed participating in Civil War reenactments. Diane's final act of 
her deep caring for others was her involvement with the Disabled 
American Veterans Chapter 50 of Rockland MA. She was their 
Chaplain and Historian, participated in many field trips, cookouts 
and winter clothing drives and was a tenacious fund raiser. Diane 
is survived by her sister Catherine (Michael) Z. Cunningham of @ 
CO, cousins and their children and many dear friends and will be 
greatly missed by all. 4 


r 
, Important message for authors: | 
i The ideal formats for Nena News to accept | 
I manuscripts are: “Word” document for text and I 
I “ino” for images. There are other formats we can ! 

often convert from but “pdf” format is not easily ; 
, converted to something compatible for this pub- 
| lication. Manuscripts in “pdf” format should be | 
I sent only to show the location where graphics are | 
I to be placed. ; 

Please send “Word” documents and jpgs to: [ 
| John Ferreri P.O. Box #33 Storrs, CT 06268 | 
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American Historic 
Coins & Collectibles 


908-657-0902 


www.americanhistoriccoins.com 


COVID CONSCIOUS 


SELLING OPTIONS 





OUR BUYER COMES TO YOU, 
BY EMAIL & U.S. MAIL, 
OR 
VISIT OUR SHOP 


15 N. Main St, C5 
Bellingham, MA 02019 
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